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Chairman’s bit:
Hi All
Wow! What a lot has gone on recently:
17,000 call-outs completed on Saturday 31st
October with over 800 runs done in that month
alone, which is virtually the same as we did in
the whole of the first 12 months, May 2012 to
April 2013. Just think of how many people
we’ve helped even though most of them won’t
know or even know about us.
A quote from Lee Townsend, who you will read
about later was:
“We usually run in the shadows, but tonight
someone turned on the light.”
_____________________
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Paul Brooks, chairman of the regional charity,
said: “We provide an unpaid courier service for
the NHS across a 3,000sq mile area so that it can
channel those funds into patient care instead.
“But we wouldn’t be able to do it without our
many volunteers and the financial support of the
local community. We’re very grateful to the
employees at 3M for their help.”
Twelve cyclists completed up to 100 miles for the
sponsored ride organised by Darren Jackson, a
senior manufacturing technology engineer at the
3M Clitheroe site, which makes valves and
components for asthma inhalers.
“Two volunteer motorcyclists with the Blood
Bikes charity work at the 3M site, so we knew
about the vital service it provides for the NHS,”
said Darren. “We were all very glad we managed
to raise so much to help towards its running
costs.”

Pedal power boost for Blood Bikes
A sponsored cycle ride organised at the 3M
manufacturing site in Clitheroe has raised £2,400
for the North West Blood Bikes Lancs & Lakes
volunteer emergency service.
The service provides volunteer motorcyclists to
transport blood and other vital medical supplies
needed urgently by NHS hospitals across the
region
This year alone, approximately 6,500 deliveries
have been made by around 150 motorcyclists in
the region, supported by a team of dozens of
volunteer controllers.

_________________________

Four Corners:
Four of our members, Dave Meredith, Kevin
Sansom and Haydn Williams (with his wife
Angela riding pillion) along with two friends and
wives, set off from John O’Groats to ride to Lands
End but via Lowestoft and St David’s, making the
four furthest corners of the UK, and they did it in
24 hours

Star as the two charities that had helped her, and
her new daughter.
Darren started training with me, but he is a big
lad, and found the going hard. But we chose the
dates that were best for both of us and our families
and off we went.

_____________________
The Long Way Up. Known as le-jog
As many of you know, a few weeks ago Warren
Bolton and his life long friend Darren Woods, set
off from Lands End on push bikes to ride to John
O’Groats.
Darren doesn't ride motorcycles, but he gives
blood and platelets regularly and wanted to
support me doing my promise for Emma.
He managed to last back to Preston cycling, but
then he followed me in his car for the 2nd half.
This made my cycle journey easier as he took my
belongings, and booked us into our B&B's so that
I could roll up and get straight into the shower.
My girlfriend Lynette Collier also supported us by
taking us down to Cornwall and she came to JoG
with James and family to see me complete the
challenge.”

Both Warren & Darren had planned to do this
years ago, but both started family’s before they
got round to it, so it was put on the back burner
until a few weeks ago.
Also involved was James Robinson, who lost both
his sisters earlier this year. Warren used to work
with one of James’s sisters, Emma, and Warren
and James became friends both having a lot in
common, James was more than willing to support
this enormous cycle ride.
Warren said, “I also promised Emma that I would
do Le-jog as it had always been on my bucket
list...and would make it into a charity ride for her
choice of charity or charities. Unfortunately she
passed away before I could get the fitness to
complete it. But she chose NWBB and Mummy’s

Well done to both of them, especially Warren,
simply amazing.
____________________
Helping Hand Hearts of Ulverston Award
Edgar Baines & Ian Clark were asked to attended
a Helping Hand presentation, unfortunately Ian
couldn’t make it so John walker went in his place
and they won, on behalf of NWBBLL an award
each. Well done Guys.

____________________
What a weekend 17th/18th October

____________________
Paul Hatton (FBOS Trainer) was the main
contact for the Emergency Services display at
ASDA Clayton Green and again with the help of
the Events Team, Controllers, Members and
Riders, particularly Frank Fitzgerald who helped
Paul both days. It was a great success, especially
the networking with the Police, who had a crashed
car there and a video car for the public to view,
and a few Fire Fighters from Bamber Bridge with
a big fire engine for the kids to crawl over. The
I.A.M. said it was a big success for them as they
signed up loads of drivers and riders to do their
advanced driving/riding.

ASDA Barrow-in-Furness collection for one day,
ASDA Clayton Green, Emergency Services,
organised by Chorley I.A.M. for two days and the
official opening of Bowkers BMW Motorcycle
showroom for two days.
Plus we had our normal duties. Yes, we were
stretched, but thanks to all the organisers, Riders,
Controllers and Members we pulled it off, PHEW!
____________________
John Walker (Barrow rider) was the main contact
for the ASDA collection and with help from the
Events Team, Debbie, Andy, and Angela, pulled it
off and of course Members and Riders were there
to help, even Andy Gilroy (Fleet Manager) had a
ride up on a liveried bike for display, and thanks
to the shoppers a few more coffers were added to
the bank balance.

______________________
Lee Townsend (Fylde Area Manager) took
charge of the Bowkers display, again with the help
of the Events Team, Controllers, Members and
Riders and was presented with a Community Hero
award on behalf of all of us at North West Blood
Bikes Lancs & Lakes.
All in all, a great networking weekend from all,
and hopefully a great deal of good will come out
of it. Well done everyone involved. J

______________________
NHS Award J
If you haven’t already seen this on Facebook:
NHS North West Excellence in Supply Awards
In September 2015 we were notified that we had
been shortlisted as finalists in the NHS North
West Supply of the Year Awards 2015 and asked
to attend a Dinner. This was a significant
achievement given the number of entries received.
The Award ceremony was held on the evening of
Thursday 22nd October 2015 and Lee Townsend
and his wife Helen represented us all at this event.
The idea being just to be there.

“We usually run in the shadows, but tonight
someone turned on the light.”
This all goes to show what we are thought of by
all our hospitals in the North West and testament
to the loyalty and care all our members have to
this great charity.
____________________
Something to think about:
One of our members sent me five important
lessons, which we should all think about, because
we are the type of people who think of others (I
know that’s true because we wouldn’t do what we
do if we weren’t) Over the next few newsletters I
am going to put one in each newsletter. Here is the
first:

First Important Lesson - Cleaning Lady.
During my second month of college, our professor
gave us a pop quiz. I was a conscientious student
and had breezed through the questions until I read
the last one:
"What is the first name of the woman who cleans
the school?"
To our surprise at 21:30 it was announced that we
had won the Community Care award, which was
fantastic and unexpected, then at 23:00 it was
announced that we had also won the most
prestigious award, the NHS North West Supplier
of the Year Award, to the absolute amazement of
Lee and Helen, who incidentally fell off her chair
when it was announced.

Surely this was some kind of joke. I had seen the
cleaning woman several times. She was tall, darkhaired and in her 50's, but how would I know her
name? I handed in my paper, leaving the last
question blank. Just before class ended, one
student asked if the last question would count
toward our quiz grade.
"Absolutely, " said the professor. "In your life,
you will meet many people. All are significant.

They deserve your attention and care, even if all
you do is smile and say "hello."
I've never forgotten that lesson. I also learned her
name was Dorothy.
______________________
That’s almost it for now, except to say, if you take
a fleet bike home, try to secrete it somewhere as
one of our members got a brick through his lounge
window, the offender obviously thinking the bike
was a Police bike.
Mindless people think like that.
______________________
Please remember PC David Phillips, and
Armistice Day is coming soon, so wear your
Poppies with PRIDE.
______________________
Take care and remember:

NO JOURNEY IS SO URGENT
AS TO PUT YOUR OWN LIFE
AT RISK
Paul Chairman & Trustee.

If I’ve forgotten something, forgive
me, or you want something
including in the newsletter? Feel
free to Email your copy (text and
images) directly to me,
chairman@nwbb-lancs.org

