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Welcome	
  to	
  all	
  our	
  readers.	
  
Chairman’s bit:

Andy Houghton and some of the northern guys
have been busy recently:

Hi all,

Ragnarock Rally

Last year we marshalled the Fire Fighters Charity
bike ride from Washington Hall in Chorley to the
convalescent Home in Penrith. It was an
extremely long run last year and the weather
wasn’t very kind to us, but I was happy to help
again this year, when the call came through.
The weather was kinder this year, and the liveried
bikes were out in force. I took mine to
Washington Hall and met up with the other
liveried bikes ridden by Scott Miller, Scott
Cassidy, Graham Jones, Bill Dennis, Mike
Ashton, Dave Meredith and Paul Grange.
Although the bacon butties and hot drinks laid on
by the Fire Service were in abundance, the riders
joining the organisers on the charity ride were not.
Still, the couple of dozen or so that did ride up to
Penrith had a good ride out, with us stopping
traffic and marshalling them all the way. An
unscheduled stop (we weren't organising the route,
honest!) at Tosside Community Hall meant that
their coffers were swollen by us all buying cake
and a brew, although we had to miss out on the
originally planned stop at Devil's Bridge.
-------------------------------------------------------------

On the 27th Jun 2014, Andy collected the ST
1050 Triumph to take to Silloth for the Cumbria
Exiles MCC's first Ragnarock Rally. Held at
Silloth Rugby Club, this was also the launch of
the new Blood Bikes Cumbria & SW Scotland.
Although the Rally was definitely in their patch,
we were playing the ambassadors for Blood
Biking as a whole and the presence of our bike
was a courtesy as their first bike hadn't been
liveried up at that point.
The weekend was entertaining thanks to the
games and activities organised by the Exiles, and
included Trade Stands, Live Bands, lots of silly
games and a Viking Re-enactment group who
entertained with plenty of fighting, shouting and
playing dead? Andy wonders how on earth you
can run around in wadding, tights, chain mail,
armour, carrying swords and shields on a hot
Saturday afternoon - nearly as daft as riding round
in leathers?
One of the highlights for Debbie Houghton,
Tracie France and the other ladies were the
Scottish bikers who turned up and spent the
weekend wearing kilts. The three legged, space
Hopper race was apparently very revealing....

down to the tank...... I think they call it a Braking
Vasectomy (Good job the lads in kilts didn't come
on one of those!!!)
Dead End Rally
Furness MAG held their third Dead End Rally in
Barrow on the weekend of the 11th, 12th and 13th
July. NWBB-LL had been asked to attend and
support, but on this occasion, the STrumpet was in
active service around Lancaster and Kendal so
Andy took his K1200GT, complete with a few
stickers to represent us. A little bit of cheek
(again) and we were awarded 'Best Blood Bike'.
This time we even won a trophy (I think they'd
probably made too many).
The Trophy

Meanwhile, rather than just watching the silly
games, Andy was asked if he would enter the
Custom Bike Show so he had to get a little
inventive. Whilst never going to win best custom
or best paint job, a new class was created specially
- Loudest Horn / Siren. Needless to say, we won
the class but alas, no trophy as the class hadn't
been catered for. Maybe next year?
All in all, Andy reports that NWBB-LL did a
great job and BBC & SWS were very grateful.
They all had a (small) drink and made a little
money.

On the way back on Sunday, they called in at the
Filling Station Cafe in Keswick to see if they
could attract and new riders or raise a few more
pennies. Attracting a chap from Barrow who was
there with a beaut of a Ducati, it became obvious
that certain Ducati’s certainly wouldn't suit blood
biking. In the words of the rider, how any bike
manufacturer could make a slippy seat that sloped

Andy and Debbie were supported by Paul
Waddington, John Walker (in and around his
280+ mile marathon 12 hr shift for Kendal), Tim
Holliday and, nearly, Mike Ashton. Unfortunately,
just as Mike was about to set off, the Furness
MAG guys had decided to pack everything down
so they could start preparing for their jaunt to
Faro, Portugal later in the week.
The Rally was always about raising funds for
MAG, but the Furness lads and lassies were also
selling off old rally tee shirts, biking
paraphernalia, old badges and patches, etc., and
were planning on donating these to the North
West Air Ambulance. We made a bit from
collecting, tin rattling and selling items, but this
was looking like more of a PR exercise.
Then, as we were preparing to leave on Sunday,
Furness MAG made a presentation to us of all
their clothing proceeds. A really kind gesture,
accompanied by an invite to return for next year
and the knowledge that we are building good roots

and a good reputation. We made a whole lot of
friends and had another enjoyable weekend.
One last thing "That Made His Day"
Attending the Nether Kellet field day where the
children's theme was 'Heroes', a lady asked Andy
what was blood biking about. After hearing the
explanation, she lady flung her arms round Andy's
neck, stating that we were her heroes, as we'd
possibly helped save her life when she'd been very
ill last year.
Similarly at Ragnarock, a great couple were in the
stall next to ours, who run a craft business called
Scrapums (look on Facebook for them). Kev
(A.K.A. Frog) and his partner Kay were asking
what we did and how we do it etc., and it seems
Frog had been rather ill as a child and had gone
through several months or years needing blood
transfusions. The couple were completely taken
aback about what we do and offered to promote
Blood Bikes wherever they could. NABB have
been approached to ask if they could look into
some general info to let them have, but if you ever
come across them, you can be sure of a warm
welcome.
Andy finishes by thanking Kay for the lovely
cakes!
------------------------------------------------------------Lee Townsend has asked for this to be included,
as he's been busy too....
"With Summer arriving we also get the “Club
Day” season (or Carnival Day if you are posh!)
and the last 3 weeks have seen us very busy with
the Lytham, St. Annes-on-Sea and Wrea Green
Club Days back-to-back. A huge thank you to all
that turned out and supported these events and
helped to raise the awareness of the charity and of
course valuable funds. Lytham is a PR exercise
and we do not do any collecting on that day. At
Wrea Green we raised £120 with £14 of sales and
at St. Annes we raised £144 with £48 in sales.
Last night (Tues) I attended a Country and
Western evening (yes I have heard all the jokes
and he wasn’t from Preston!!!)’ which was
organised by Ian Brooker. The event was actually
held at the home of Mike and Lesley in Poulton
and the singer, Pete Martinez from Wyoming, was
a friend of theirs over from the States. They had
organised the event to raise funds for us and
charged all their friends a nominal £10 each and

ran a raffle. Pete was actually commissioned to
perform at the D-Day celebrations recently at
Omaha Beach and so he is quite a star. The
evening was excellent, Pete was great fun and we
think it has raised close to £700, we will get the
final figure next week. On top of that, Lesley is
going to collect all the money and pay it to us
herself and therefore declare it for Gift Aid
generating another 20/25%!!!! Awesome and well
done Ian. (How big's his house??!)
Just as important but slightly more mundane, I
attended a meeting with Paul and Denise at BVH
this week, which was extremely positive. A new
member of staff to the team at the Vic was present
and very keen to move things forward. So much
so that we are meeting again on the 4th August
with a view to setting up a trial period for us to go
“live” shortly thereafter. This is great news and I
will update you the second I know anymore.
This weekend we spent two days at St. Annes Pier
at the Kite Festival shaking buckets and I am
pleased to say that we added another £335 to the
coffers. I am really grateful for the support of
those who attended and on this occasion I have to
give special mention to Bob Chesters and his
lovely wife Jeannette. Not only did Bob organise
this event but he and his wife brought along a
stove, kettle, coffee, tea, milk AND bacon &egg
to make butties for the troops and Jeanette is not
even a member!!!!! Brilliant, and many thanks to
them.
Also on the Fylde, way back in the cold days of
February, 7 or 8 of the guys stood selling
programmes for the North West Stages car rally,
and recently received a cheque for £270 for us for
selling them.
In the last month I am pleased to say that through
your efforts and support you will have enabled me
to hand over about £1500 to our Chairman which
is fantastic!!!!!!!!!!
Keep up the good work guys."
A really busy month for the Fylde guys and
there’s more to come. Thank you one and all. (PB)
------------------------------------------------------------Scott Cassidy is grateful (as are we all) to the folk
at Denwa, who have raised £2,000 for us,
doubling their target in this year's Yorkshire 3

Peaks Challenge. In all, 24.5 miles were walked
that day, in temperatures up to 24 degrees.

Wigan Pie Eaters Rally

Their MD agreed to do the full walk in his
underwear, should pledges reach £1,000...

Carl Farber & Paul Whitehead went to the
Wigan Pie Eaters Rally at Wigan Rugby Club,
on the 4 th July and camped out. They raised
£149 in sales and the money raised (several
hundred £’s) by the event will be coming to us
later by cheque. The Pie Eaters are also
holding a Rock Night on our behalf on 22 nd
November.
Carl has sent a couple of pictures taken on the
day, the first being very dear to him;

Read the full story at
http://www.denwa.uk.com/denwa-news/denwadouble-target-for-sponsored-charity-walk, if you
dare.....
On 1st July, Jane Ferguson wrote:
"Dear North West Blood Bikes (L & L)
Please find enclosed a cheque for £69.93. This
donation is 15% of the proceeds of a Pampered
Chef party that I held at my house in May.
I came to hear about you guys after Dave
Thomas and Mick Bonney held a charity night
at the Coach & Horses in Freckleton a couple
of years ago and when asked what charity I
would be donating to I thought about you. I'm
sure that many people owe their lives to the
charity and your ability to transport life
saving blood/drugs etc., so quickly and at
such short notice.
Many thanks for all the work you do."
Praise indeed, and thanks to Jane for the
donation.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Denise
Brooks were asked to go down to London on
the 6 th July with a couple of liveried bikes for
a photo shoot, by the National Lottery as they
are celebrating 20 years of the Lottery in
November and they are creating a 20 metre
poster showing 100 of the 400,000 charities
they’ve helped over that period.
Graham and Paul had a good ride down,
getting through the M6 Toll for free, but
Denise still beat them on the train (I told
Graham we shouldn’t have stopped for the full
English breakfast on the way J).
When they arrived they wanted to get a bike in
the studio, down narrow corridors, which was
fun. Panniers off and then mirror pods
knocked off, but they got there.
Then the ride back. Stopped for a brew
looking at darkening clouds, “Oh we’ll be
alright” said Paul, and off they went and a
lake decided to fall on them. The dynamic due
decided to stop under a motorway bridge and
put the wet weather gear on, only to set off
with the sun coming out. Oh the joys of
motorcycling J. Denise also beat us home, so
much for trains that don’t run on time!!!
------------------------------------------------------Talks have been given to several groups,
mainly WI and there are several more
scheduled for next month and believe it or not
as far ahead as November 2015.
------------------------------------------------------Forthcoming Events
There are many events just around the corner
and the best place to find them is on the
website, so please check them out on
www.nwbb-lancs.org
If you can come along and help out great, and
for non-members come along and talk to us.

------------------------------------------------------On a bit of a serious note, just a gentle reminder
to all riders of liveried bikes that most of the fleet
are fitted with a tracker and that the tracker tells
the Chairman when you go too fast - please be
careful and remember that, if caught speeding
over 90 mph, you may lose you driving licence as
well as receiving a hefty fine. Not what we want!
------------------------------------------------------------If you haven’t already taken possession of your
new, long sleeve hi-vis jackets? If not please
contact your area manager. The Membership
Secretary has a stock of them, but we’ll probably
have to order more, so early notice will be
welcomed.
If you're intending on joining us for the
Christmas dinner this year, can you let me
know soonest, so that I can book the places?
Kind regards
	
  
Take	
   care	
   and	
   remember,	
   “NO	
   JOURNEY	
   IS	
   SO	
  
URGENT	
  TO	
  PUT	
  YOUR	
  OWN	
  LIFE	
  AT	
  RISK”.	
  

Paul

Chairman & Trustee.

Want something including in the newsletter? Feel free to mail your copy
(text and images) directly to Paul Grange at grangey@gmail.com

