
 
Chairman’s bit:  
Hi All 

Something we all know: 

___________________________ 

Well, I asked the question in the August 
Newsletter  

“IF I’VE MISSED SOMETHING, LET ME 
KNOW.” Well	  it	  seems	  I	  have,	  so	  please	  
accept	  my	  apologies	  J	  I	  was	  going	  to	  do	  this	  
as	  a	  Supplement,	  but	  it’s	  almost	  September	  
and	  only	  16	  and	  a	  bit	  weeks	  to	  CHRISTMAS	  
Yeah!	  	  

___________________________ 

The Rocket Centre 

The 11th July saw an Open Day at the Rocket 
Centre, Blackburn, lots of our guys turned up 
and Marcel Falloon, from Central, collected the  

 

 

gazebo and sales stuff and set the stall up on the 
car park at the Centre. 

They obviously had a great day with GP stars 
like Jamie Whitham and many more. 

___________________________ 

Blackpool Air Show 

This write up from Peter Haworth: Not sure what 
he’s thinking (answers on a post card J) 

 

The air show on 
Sunday went 
very well. After a 
damp start the 
weather picked 
up and we 
enjoyed a great 
display in the 
sunshine, in the 
afternoon. The 
prom was busy 
from early in the 
morning with 

lots of people stopping to talk to us about the 
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bikes and the charity and the usual queue of kids 
eager to have their photo on the bike. The air 
show itself kicked off at 13:30 and we were 
treated to some fantastic displays by the Typhoon 
fighter, Chinook helicopter and the Red Arrows 
amongst others although the highlight had to be 
the epic sight of the Vulcan bomber performing its 
low level fly pasts. This is the last year it will be 
flown so was great to see before it retires, 
amazing to think though that its over 60 years 
since it first flew. 

 
And of course those magnificent men in their 
flying machines: 

 
___________________________ 

Padiham Bike Show 

The first Bike Show in Padiham went down very 
well and lots of our guys turned up, and IVY kept 
an eye on them J. There were many bikers there 
showing an interest in joining us and helping to 
support us with cash donations. Well done 
everyone. 

 

 
___________________________ 

Rotary Lancaster Loyne 

Steve Dunstan, Northern Area Manager, gave a 
talk to Lancaster Loyne Rotary and was presented 
with a cheque for just under £1,000 and was told 
that they are keeping us as their charity of the year 
for the next two years. Fantastic news. 

 
___________________________ 

National Blood Bike Awareness  

14th August 2015 

Press	  release	  by	  Lee	  Townsend	  (Fylde	  Area	  

Manager)	  

Across	  the	  land	  a	  little	  known	  band	  of	  
volunteers	  have	  been	  helping	  to	  save	  lives	  and	  
saving	  the	  NHS	  millions	  at	  the	  same	  time.	  They	  
are	  Blood	  Bikers!	  A	  happy	  band	  of	  
motorcyclists	  who	  are	  “Volunteers	  That	  Care”	  

Here	  in	  Lancashire	  they	  are	  known	  as	  the	  
“North	  West	  Blood	  Bikes	  Lancs	  and	  Lakes”,	  
covering	  all	  of	  Lancashire	  and	  the	  South	  Lakes,	  
as	  well	  as	  Southport	  and	  Ormskirk.	  	  



Across	  the	  country	  different	  groups	  have	  
different	  names	  but	  all	  have	  the	  same	  aim,	  to	  
Save	  Lives	  and	  Save	  the	  NHS	  Money.	  They	  do	  
this	  by	  providing	  an	  emergency	  out	  of	  hour’s	  
service	  to	  all	  the	  hospitals	  to	  transport	  Blood,	  
Blood	  Samples,	  Tissue	  Matches,	  Pharmacy	  and	  
even	  Donor	  Breast	  Milk	  for	  Premature	  babies.	  
They	  operate	  between	  the	  hours	  of	  7pm	  to	  2am	  
Mon	  to	  Thurs	  and	  from	  7pm	  Fri	  continuously	  
until	  2am	  Mon	  and	  24	  hours	  on	  any	  Bank	  
Holiday.	  

In	  an	  attempt	  to	  raise	  the	  profile	  of	  this	  band	  of	  
volunteers	  the	  14th	  August	  has	  been	  chosen	  as	  
National	  Blood	  Bike	  Day	  and	  to	  mark	  the	  
event	  each	  group	  has	  assembled	  some	  of	  its	  
volunteers	  at	  a	  well-‐known	  landmark	  in	  each	  
area	  across	  the	  country.	  Here	  in	  Lancashire	  
they	  chose	  the	  iconic	  Blackpool	  Tower	  and	  
pictured	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Tower	  are	  a	  number	  of	  
the	  Blood	  Bikers.	  

NWBB	  L&L	  this	  weekend	  will	  complete	  their	  
15,000th	  run	  for	  local	  hospitals	  in	  just	  over	  the	  
3	  years	  they	  have	  been	  going.	  Each	  of	  these	  
runs	  would	  be	  at	  least	  £20	  in	  a	  Taxi	  and	  a	  lot	  
more	  for	  most	  of	  them.	  

Recently	  NWBB	  L&L	  was	  involved	  in	  
transporting	  something	  very	  important	  for	  a	  
little	  boy	  from	  Preston	  to	  Great	  Ormond	  Street	  
in	  London	  which	  meant	  3	  Groups	  had	  to	  link	  up	  
to	  make	  this	  possible	  and	  they	  did!!!	  

Whilst	  the	  Blood	  Bikes	  have	  the	  marked	  bikes	  
and	  the	  “Blues	  and	  Two’s”	  ability	  for	  
emergencies	  a	  lot	  of	  the	  riders	  actually	  run	  
their	  own	  bikes	  and	  pay	  for	  their	  own	  fuel.	  So	  if	  
you	  see	  a	  rider	  in	  Hi-‐Viz	  with	  “Emergency	  
Blood”	  on	  his	  back,	  he	  is	  not	  out	  for	  fun	  he	  is	  
out	  to	  save	  a	  life.	  

 
___________________________ 

All good news so far, but inevitably there is 
always a sad side too: 

Not many of you know Rachel, but she is Danielle 
Miller’s (Scott’s wife) best friend and an organiser 
of all of our Black Tie Dinners, so is very close to 
NWBBLL and does a lot for us. Well, recently her 
Dad, Peter Astley, died suddenly and several of 
our guys escorted his funeral. R.I.P. Peter 

___________________________ 

In Memory of Harold Wilkinson 

I know it is unlikely that any one of us met 
Harold, but he was Rob Winn’s Father-in-Law 
and sadly passed away recently. Rob, as many of 
you know, is a staunch supporter of NWBB Lancs 
& Lakes and in the early days did all our test 
riding. 

At Harold’s funeral Rob and his wife put out a 
collection box asking for attendees to contribute to 
NWBBLL if they wished and we have received 
£250. Rob has written a thank you to all those 
who did contribute explaining in the letter what 
we do and quotes as follows, “Having to use the 
services of the NHS on many occasions within the 
last few years, Harold would have certainly 
appreciated and felt proud to hand over this 
amount of money to them”. 

So, on behalf of all of us, Thank You Rob and 
Sandra and especially Harold R.I.P. 

___________________________	  

 

 



Filming 

As you know we have received two lots of 
funding from the National Lottery, which enabled 
us to buy and livery bikes. 

Well quite recently we were asked by an ITN 
production company if they could come and make 
a short information film about us, well we’d be 
foolish not to. 

So on the evening of 26th August they came up for 
a recce and spent the next day with us showing 
them what we do and introducing them to the Path 
Lab, namely Maria Burn, Analytics Manager at 
RPH. 

There were eight of them and had all sorts of 
questions because they simply could not believe 
that we do what we do for free. 

We managed to convince them and we took them 
to meet the switchboard girls who were over the 
moon. 

One switchboard operator was asked by the 
Director if using Blood Bikes had made any 
difference to them, and one said, “Oh yes, the 
paperwork we had to fill in to use a taxi was 
outrageous, but now we use Blood Bikes there is 
very little and they’re all really lovely. I turned up 
one evening and had forgotten my tea, so the rider 
went to my house, picked it up and brought it to 
me. How lovely is that?” 

RIGHT I WANT TO KNOW WHOM IT WAS! 
J 

It just goes to show how we are thought of. 

___________________________ 

Donations & Gifts 

We have received donations large and small from 
all of the following: In memory of Harold 
Wilkinson, Rotary Club of Lancaster Loyne, 
Padiham Bike Show, Goosnargh Post Office, Kite 
Festival, Blackpool Air Show, Parking Eye, 
Bispham Gala, Fireplace Warehouse, Gibson & 
Thompson Opticians, NHS Retirement 
Fellowship, Castleford Tigers RLFC, Sarah 
Layton (Jewellery), Eccleston WI, University 
Hospitals of Morecambe Bay Trust, RPH Path 
Lab, totalling £4,599.23p 

 

Take care and remember:  

NO JOURNEY IS SO URGENT AS TO PUT 
YOUR OWN LIFE AT RISK 

Paul  Chairman & Trustee. 

Want something including in the newsletter? 
Feel free to mail your copy (text and images) 
directly to me, chairman@nwbb-lancs.org  


